analytical and phenomenological categories for the study of local religious beliefs and symbols.' Any attempt to describe and understand the rituals and conceptual system of one people in terms of those of another involves the scholar in a process of translation of considerable complexity. religions. Considerably less attention has been given to the problem of utilizing foreign terms and methods of taxonomy for the study of world religions such as Christianity and Islam in Africa. In these cases, the (generally unspoken) assumption, appears to be that the study of such universal faiths demands or at least permits the use of externally derived categories.
The complexity of the translation process is presumed, it would appear, to be considerably diminished.
In this article I shall attempt to demonstrate that, at least in some cases, the study of world religions in Africa poses a challenge to the scholar quite similar to that encountered in the analysis of traditional systems. In particular, I shall focus upon a number of key terms and categories used in the study of the Beta Israel (Falasha), commonly referred to as 'Ethiopian Jews'. 
